Report to OTC 19th March 2026 (approx. wording/notes)
Planning Committee
· Refusal of planning applications at Fyfield Research and Development Park was announced this week.  ONPCG and OTC both gave very strong objections and as Cllr I talked to the Case Officer and Kelly Stone and Chris Jones ( of the junior football club) and the pre School and a number of businesses, who  provided further compelling material planning reasons.  Main site 9 planning refusals and the scrubland and car park 4 reasons.  We will be prepared for additional evidence should it go to Appeal 
· Bloor speculative proposal in Green Belt.  This is Not an allocated site ONPCG has knowledge of the original submission in call for sites (and why it was deemed unsuitable then).  As Cllr and Chair of ONPCG, I have met with Bloor and agents to find out more.  There are indeed strong reasons to refuse when it is submitted, including Green Belt etc.  Like the Fyfield Research and Development Park and Greensted Rd site we need to concentrate on material planning concerns and include all reasons to refuse.   As Cllr and as ONPCG I have had numerous residents stating their concerns.  There is a now a residents group set up with Whats App Group and a petition. ONPCG has booked Budworth Hall for 10th April from 7.30 to inform residents and give advice on submitting effective objections and other actions ready for when it is a formal application.  As Cllr I will then talk to the assigned case officer and also find more supporting evidence against this site being developed
Mary Dadd as Joint ONPCG Chair and as EFDC Cllr 
· Info as your Councillor  It has been agreed that I can put to Overview and Scrutiny of EFDC a request for a Task and Finish Group to enable better protection of our BMV food producing land against Solar Farms and housing etc.  I have cross party support for this action.  I expect it to be on Overview and Scrutiny Agenda on 14 April
· Request for OTC to consider at its next Agenda to support my request for Chipping Ongar Conservation Area to have Article 4 directions to prevent more loss of business sites- to residences under PDR We need businesses more not less local businesses as we are growing .  In addition, recent conversions have had no parking and nowhere to store refuse bins out of sight. 
· Loss of free car park at Ongar Bridge  Although related to Planning it is on Full Council Agenda  I will therefore address a few things then.  But thanks need to be made publicly to the Evans family for providing this facility free to local residents and businesses for so many years.
· Planning Committee review was discussed at EFDC Scrutiny committee this week.  There is the intention for more training including on Neighbourhood Plans and a few other aspects.  However, some residents misguidedly think ward Councillors should be able to vote on planning applications in their wards.  This previous system put them at a disadvantage because one must go in to committee without being  predetermined on how to vote ( or could be subject to judicial review) Any ward councillor who has done their homework on the application and listened to residents will almost certainly have a strong opinion on how to vote before the meeting starts particularly on contentious matters.  In addition a Cllr cannot talk to a developer without an officer being present before plans are voted on  for the same reason.  Now, we can do both of those and ask developers to tweak plans -even when proposals are policy compliant- to satisfy neighbours’ concerns  more thoroughly,  question aspects with case officer before a meeting and strongly represent residents views at committee.  Most Cllrs agree this is now working much better. Listen to the Scrutiny Committee debate on Tuesday for more information if you are interested
Mary Dadd 19.3.2026 as EFDC Cllr



Full Council
· New Economic Growth Strategy is being produced by EFDC.  I have urged the Officer to include strengthening the need to maintain existing business sites and encourage more. This must also include parking as more rural areas like Ongar will not have viable public transport.[This links very much with the speculative development-recently refused- on the Fyfield Research and Business Park, and changes of use at Greyland, Essex House and in Bansons Mews and loss of Ongar Bridge car park used by low paid retail workers , those living in or near the town centre with no parking nearer their homes , and customers of the parade of shops and café and restaurant near Ongar Bridge]
· I have specifically asked the Economic Growth Team to consider what can be done specifically in Ongar:- particularly in the light of recent application at Fyfield Research and Business Park etc and closure of free car park at Ongar Bridge (business sites and car parking)
· Re closure of Ongar Bridge car park, Alex Burghart MP is also concerned.  As Ongar’s Town Clerk knows, we have been in talks about this for some time-both of us doing some research including on registering it as an Asset of Community Value-which gives the community 6 months to come up with a counter offer when an offer for its sale has been received (it is for sale or lease through Claridges for £795000.)  I hope that  EFDC and OTC will continue to explore options, including  whether a consortium of local businesses and residents could get Grant Funding etc.  I don’t expect any quick results but be assured I will continue to work with OTC EFDC and local businesses try to find options to ensure we don’t lose so many parking spaces at a time when we need more!   
· Just a plug for ONPCG meeting on 10 April to look at Bloor proposals and how to make effective and relevant objection as well as other actions
· I have been working with EFDC Well Being Team and hope that a Community Hub will soon be opened in Ongar serving the surrounding settlements aswell-most likely at Zinc Arts and to include CAB and other services.
· Very  pleased that Kelly Stone and Cath Honeywell’s venture for a Community Interest Company (CIC) in Ongar as an extension of their Town Festival and Christmas Lights events is progressing  including Anything Ongar’s a business networking event at Fyfield Sports Academy on Thursday 30th April 7-pm9 and that EFDC will be collaborating with them rather than setting up a new Town Partnership 
· Flytipping  as we know this has been increasing hugely.  It is a criminal offence.   EFDC has worse incidences than Brentwood and surrounding authorities.  However TVS now working with EFDC officers and aiming to remove the flytipping within 48 hours. 60%of last years over 3500 reported Flytiping  were household waste.  More awareness is needed for residents – which will be forthcoming.  This includes how to provide information to identify those illegally dumping rubbish and where to report.  Fines for the crime are increasing in April to £1000 max and it is hoped there will be more prosecutions in Court-although delays can take far to long getting to court.  EFDC is coordination intelligence with neighbouring authorities and Essex CC who have the recycling and household tips.
· Street Litter I have had complaints about an increase in street.  EFDC/TVS regularly litter pick main roads and lanes etc. but do we have enough waste bins in the town centre?  I’d be grateful for information about where it is inadequate in Ongar and will ask EFDC to provide more or larger bins.  I have also requested how frequently EFDC/TVS empty the waste bins.  In addition I believe that OTC have bins and dog bins in recreation areas and play parks.  Are these adequate? Thank you to OTC for the litter picks Several comments have come to me  from local Brownies and primary school children in particular, who have asked for more bins, are worried about litter harming wildlife,  and also litter pick themselves.  So are our youngsters shaming their elders?
· Missed Refuse Collections yesterday.  EFDC apologises it was due to the closure on M25 and resultant slow traffic.  TVS will catch up collections asap.  A list is on EFDC for the roads missed.
· Maintenance of the shrubs, and seasonal planting on roundabouts etc  and verges. I am pleased that Qualis has made big improvements to the planted shrub areas in the Kettlebury Way area and also places like the homes here in Bansons Way.  I have requested that they include in the budget going forward,  a 10 year maintenance programme so that shrubs are pruned appropriately and ivy removed, lawns weed killed etc.  That has also been discussed with EFDC when we last inspected parts of Ongar
· Shelley Close  and Council House Maintenance I have been assured that Shelley Close is back on the maintenance programme with immediate effect- it was removed some years ago when there had been a now shelved proposal to demolish and regenerate the area.  I hope to see an improvement at my next accompaniment with the housing inspection officers to these flats and others in Ongar ward
· Speed Cameras on A414 (although not part of EFDC responsibilities) These are now effective between Four Wantz and North Weald at 40mph in addition to the 50mph speed cameras between Four Wantz and Chelmsford.  Hopefully there the accidents will be significantly reduced
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